JACK    FROST    S    CHILDREN
Naturally, in order to possess it rightly, to develop it
further in an intelligent manner, our boys and girls must
learn much, seriously and honestly. We must nourish the
love for study in ourselves, develop it into real blossom., so
that in the end study will become to us a source of pleasure
and joy—a game. The mind and the ability to understand
and comprehend can only grow through exercise and train-
ing, just like our muscles. Machines are gradually wiping
out the gulf between physical and mental labour. But in
order to make good machines which will lighten the burden
of labour for man we must zealously work to increase our
knowledge.
There is nothing in the world which could be useless to
know. This is why I approve thoroughly of your desire to
write a book about yourselves in the Arctic. While you
write this book you yourselves will learn a lot. And if your
work will be successful and good you will also teach others.
Have courage and energy, be bold. Remember that Push-
kin, Nekrasov and Lermontov began to write poetry at
your age. Nekrasov's poems looked like this:
Accept my darling mother,
This poor work, and see
Whether it is any good.
You see it does not even rhyme.
But while you should be bold., don't forget that our little
book will be read by thousands of children in the Union and
it may even go beyond the frontiers. So you must take a
serious attitude towards your task.
I would advise you to organize the work like this: First
select from the literary circles of the school those who have
already shown some ability in writing good prose or verse,
work out a plan for the book collectively, and appoint an
editorial board of five or seven for it.
It seems to me the plan should be like this:
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